
Pig 2 Pgs 83-231 

“Life as a Protein Product” 
Notes/ Ideas 

➢ Chapter 4 “Big Pig” a chapter about one of the “nicer” pig farms.  
○ Pg 88 The pig farmer basically  takes commands from the pork industry. The 

farmers own the facilities but the companies own the pigs and dictate how they 
are raised. 

○ Pg 92-93 pigs have many diseases that can kill them and are spread easily causing 
the farmer a lot of trouble. 

○ Pg 96-97 farmers want as many piglets in a year as possible but larger litters 
means smaller and more stressed piglets.  

○ Pg 102- 103 even though the facility was nice and kept fairly clean the animals 
still had no stimulation and breeding sows were kept in crates and enclosures 
were still small even if the animals were not “abused”. Diseases ran rampant even 
in the clean facilities and piglets died of stress. 

➢ Chapter 5 “Hog Hell” 
○ Pg. 106 pig farms spend less in the community than smaller farms destroying the 

economy of the area around them. 
○ Pg 112 pigs on major farms are abused and starved when feeders fail. There dead 

bodies are left to rot inside barns for days on end, dead piglets slip through grates 
and end up in a pond dead. Old Sows are dragged out and left to starve to death.  

○ Pg 113-115 the people who worked in the hog barns would get sick and have 
problems with their lungs among other things. 

○ No laws protect the workers or make the companies protect the workers. Who 
often have no choice but to poison themselves every day.  

➢ Chapter 6 “Raising A Stink” 
○ A pig farmer got into officer and helped pass a lot of laws in North Carolina to 

help the big pig business, including tax breaks and light economical regulations.  
○ Pg 121-123 Farmers don’t have to treat the pig feces and spray it on their crops it 

often lands on people's properties because of the wind. This is unsanitary and 
unhealthy. Human sewage is actually safer... 

○ Pg 132-130 Legislation was on the hog farmers side as they pay the way to their 
office. Many hog farms are in poor communities where people won’t complain 
and don’t have the money to change the laws.  

➢ Chapter 7 “Hog Fights” 
○ Pg 131- 145 The chapter is on the legal action suits against large pork companies.  

➢ Chapter 8 “Hog Wash” 



○ Pg 149- 151 Runoff to the rivers from pig waste pollutes water sources for 
drinking, causing a lot of cost to consumers and makes it so the plants have to use 
more chlorine which can hurt people as well.  

○ Pg 153-155 pig manure in the water causes nitrates that hurt the fish and cause 
them to die hurting the ecosystem.  

○ Pg 159 Hog farms not only hurt fishing industry jobs they also create super 
bacteria that kill Americans.  

➢ Chapter 9 “Drug Abuse”  
○ Pg 162-163 drug resistant bacteria lives on meat that is raised with antibiotics.  
○ Pg 167 antibiotics make animals grow quicker and get sick less. 
○ Pg 170 farmers who don’t use antibiotics do not carry MRSA, farmers who feed 

their animals antibiotics carry MRSA. 
○ Pg 179-181 there is a sustainable way for farmers to not overuse antibiotics. They 

have a vet that prescribes them antibiotics when necessary, and the government 
keeps an eye on the amount used. The price to consumers for all this? About 
$0.04 more per pork chop.  

○ Pg 182- 185 Denmark is not only strict on antibiotics but their meat processing 
plant is efficient, non wasteful every part of the pig is used, clean, and puts the 
animals to sleep safely before slaughtering them so their deaths are painless. 

➢ Chapter 10 “A Bitter End” 
○ Pg 186-194 The USDA is becoming slack on human slaughter of animals as well 

as the cleanliness of the slaughter and the safeness of the meat. All because of 
Government pressure.  

○ Pg 196 The USDA punished good employees who were enforcing the law by 
railroading them. As Big Hog has the government in their back pocket. 

➢ Chapter 11 “Life on the Line” 
○ Pg 203- 204  working on the slaughter line has gotten dangerous and the workers 

can’t do anything about it. They risk losing fingers and being cut, but no one 
cares.  

○ Pg 204-205 The company refuses to admit that their workers get hurt on the job 
so they suspend them.  

○ Pg 206 workers are not allowed to go to the bathroom outside of breaks or lunch 
hours except for 3 times A WEEK. Many workers wear adult diapers on the line 
others go to the bathroom on themselves.  

○ Pg 209 workers who get hurt at work are often fired.  
○ Pg 214 meat packing is one of the most dangerous jobs in America. 
○ Pg 215 Immigrants are often targeted because most are illegal and don’t have the 

money for lawyers.  
➢ Chapter 12 “The Crate Escape” 



○ Pg 216-231 This chapter was about the move from gestation crates to more open 
living areas. This helped pig welfare some but not much. The sows still lived 
about half their life in a crate.  


